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Church CIA Panel SpUt by Disser^ 


By Jack Anderson 
and Lea Whitten 

The select Senate committee 
investigating the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency and the FBI has 
imposed airtight security on its 
operations. We have learned 
that the committee has been ri- 
ven by dissent, has hired few 
real investigators and has 
scarcely scratched the surface 
, of the CIA and FBI scandals. 

A senior committee . worker 
who will be fired if he is caught, 
has composed an explicit memo 
for us on the committee’s prob- 
lems. 

Chairman Frank Church (D- 
Idaho) "is under a delusion he 
will be able to conclude the 
probe within the next few 
months,” the handwritten memo 
reports. “He lacks investigative 
staff to do it and has no way of 
knowing if the preliminary in-, 
formation given is either accu- 
rate or complete. 

“If it is act, it means tfce ccm 
mittee will have to start from 
scratch again, with competent 
investigators to find out what 
the true facts are.” 

.The memo complains that the 
committee has ignored the mili- 
tary and anti-drug agencies it is 
supposed to investigate. “The 
main preliminary work done so 
far has been in reference to the 
FBI and CIA with virtually noth- ' 
ing else being done concerning 
the rest of the committee man- 
date,” the memo reports. 

At “virtually every step of the i 


almost nonexistent, investiga- 
tion, Church has bent over back- 
ward to please the CIA,” it con- 
dudes. 

Church is. one of the most 
able, conscientious senators. 
But we have confirmed that 
some of his committee col- 
leagues have complained to 
their staffs that Church, in his 
zeal to be fair-minded, has 
sided most often with the views 
of Sens. Barry M. Goldwater <R- 
Ariz.) and John G. Tower (R- 
Tex.) 


committee’s vice chairman, con- 
fer secretly with the CIA on a 
wide range of subjects but don’t 
fully share their information 
with other senators. 

Finally, Gary Hart and 
Schweiker visited CIA head- 
quarters recently, meeting with 
Deputy Director Carl Duckett, 
whose staff gave them a . brief- 


ing to be a witch hunt. We’re [ 

ing to information and material:*! 
which show good law enforce-* ;! 
ment and good intelligence op- *i j! 
erations were conducted .' It f !;[ 


' Goldwater and Tower have 
’ taken a stern stand against sen- 
ators — including Howard H. 
Baker Jr. (R-Tenn), Gary Hart 
(D-Colo), Phil Hart (D-Mich.), 
Walter F. Mondale ©-Minn.), 
and Richard S. Schweiker (R- 
Pa.)— who favor an as-open-as- 
possible investigation. 

Some committee sources have 
insisted that . sweetness, light 
and unanimity have prevailed 
in the Secret sessions. This am- 
bience apparently-eaii be actri'o-' 
uted to traditional Senate civil- 
ity. 

At one closed meeting, for ex- 
ample, Sen. Robert B. Morgan 
(D-N.C.) urged that details of 
CIA assassination plots be kept 
from the American public, our 
sources report. Another source 
said Morgan, after speaking, 
•about assassinations, left it up 
•in the air whether facts should 
be suppressed. 

There have been complaints 
that Church and Tower, the 


■ Nervous CIA officials spread 
•the word that the visit had to do 
with reports that Duckett was 
going to be named CIA director. 
Actually, x Duckett stayed with 
the senators a few moments. 

. The Church committee, mean- 
while,, has had trouble recruit- 
ing crack investigators. A re- 
cent bid was made to hire Wash- 
ington’s prime private eye, 
Richard Bast, who has been bat- 
tling the FBI for 15 years. 

Commitee aide Patrick Shea 
secretly contacted the detec- 
tive, explaining: “We need some 
top-flight investigators.” 

Shea, who said he was speak- 
ing for staff director William 
Miller, invited Bast to hire “a 
couple other people that you 
trust . . . who would be super- 
vised by you.” 

Describing the work, Shea 
said: “There are four taskforces 
right now— domestic intelli- 
gence, military (intelligence), 
technological intelligence, and 
then ‘command and control,’ 
which focuses largely on the 
White House.” 

Shea stressed that “it’s not go- 


goes both ways.” 

| Bast made a follow-up visit to Sji! 

1 the committee’s heayily:|Jj 
guarded office, where he {oundrjS i 
■ a Capitol police officer logging^ 
every visitor. The police. Bast . ^ 

I noted, aren’t above suspicion as 
t informants for the -intelligence .'S 
. community. “You don’t, get,,,,^ 
heavy informers coming to, see, !-j 
| you with a setup like that,” B.ast l ' ‘J 
said. ■ .... „„j 

He learned that the commit-., (ri 
, tee had been working for two £ 

, months ' on staff Credentials.—. 5 
“That’s something that could be"- 1 
done in two days," he said. - ? £ 

. - ’..-i.l a 

: “I decided they mostly were a , , <t 
bunch of pussycats and some' 7 1 
were interested in a cover-up!' T!,"; S 
don’t want my name linked to” ’jj 
that kind of investigation.” , , -V 

„ ’ • \ • . uau 

Footnote: Church declined; . J . 
comment, but a spokesman de^j-tyl 
fended the committee as “mov-" 
ing along on course.”. He said. ;,;! 
the charge that the probe is Jim-; -;: 1 ; 
ited to the FBI and the'CIA is'-.^l 
“utterly wrong,” and that more ,<\ 
investigators will be brought in j <4 
when needed. At present, he .v 1 ; 
said, the need is for skilled law-; !i ' 
yers to question witnesses who 
[have been identified. There is 
some dissent in every group; he * ft v 
said, but “so far we’ve avoided 
splits. We’ve been able to show; r; 
unanimity.” . 
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